Intrapleural chest drainage.
Abnormal fluid or air between the pleura results in respiratory distress and can cause death, if untreated. Intrapleural chest drains are used to remove abnormal accumulations of fluid or air. Caring for patients with intrapleural chest drains requires knowledge and skill to ensure patient safety. This article describes the pathophysiology, treatment and nursing care of patients who require intrapleural chest drains.